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Dear Parents/Carers

I would like to thank all families who attended our Mother’s/Special Person breakfast last Friday. It was fantastic
to have so many attend. A big thank you to the amazing St Jude’s staff who gave up their early Friday morning
to make this event run so smoothly. The staff are so giving of their time to make St Jude’s the fun learning place
that it is, their enthusiasm and sense of fun is absolutely brilliant.

A big thank you to members of our parents and friends group who did an amazing job at sourcing donations to
be used for the raffle. Their time, enthusiasm and effort is appreciated.

The raffle raised $712.50, this money went towards the cost of breakfast.
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State Budget
Last week the Allan Labor Government announced a $400 School Saving Bonus for all school students in
government schools regardless of income, but only for Health Care Card holders in Catholic schools.
This is deeply unfair. We believe the payment should be means tested for all students or apply to all students.
It should not be based on which school you attend.
This policy punishes families for choosing to send their children to a Catholic school.
Our school and the peak body, the Victorian Catholic Education Authority, are working hard to oppose this policy
and we need your help. We need to show the Victorian Government that punishing families who choose a
Catholic school is unacceptable.
Please consider contacting your local Member of Parliament to express your concern.
Our school’s local MP is Paul Mecurio and he can be contacted by calling 5977 5600 or by emailing
hastings@parliament.vic.gov.au
Template letters are available via the links below to assist you with making your voice heard.

Template email for parents to send to MPs

Template email for broader school community to send to MPs

Playground Works
If you have been at school you may have noticed a construction site. The junior playground is being extended in
size with extra play structures for our Prep-Year 2 students to enjoy. This will be an exciting addition to our
playground that will engage many students for years to come.

St Jude’s First Whole School Production
Yesterday the Year 5/6 students were informed about our upcoming school production “Quest”. To see their
eager faces was very special. Every student will have the opportunity to shine on stage, whether that be singing
a group song or in a leading or minor role. Auditions will take place on May 27th for the Year 5/6 students as
they will make up the cast. Students have been invited to sign up for any character that they are interested in.
We are very excited to announce that we will be holding a whole school production at the Frankston Art Centre
on the evening of Wednesday 30th October (time to be confirmed). Every student will have the opportunity to be
involved. More information will follow in regards to timing, costuming, the audition process and ticketing.

Staff News
As communicated earlier Milan Grecco and his wife Michaela are expecting their first baby very soon. Once the
baby arrives Milan will be taking parental leave followed by long service leave to be with Michaela and the baby.
This is such an exciting time for them both and I know you will keep them in your prayers and thoughts at this
time. While Milan is away Shae Pearce will be taking PE each Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday.

We have had staff members working extremely hard with their studies. Congratulations to Teagan Hemingway
who attended her graduation ceremony today for her Bachelor of Primary Education degree. At the beginning of
Term 2 Dimity Hemingway and Caroline Hume also attended their graduation ceremony for their Masters in
Education (Allied School Psychology) degrees.
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AEDC (Australian Early Development Census) - Prep students
Recently an Operoo was sent home to parents of Prep students to indicate that we would be taking part in the
AEDC survey which takes place every 3 years. Prep teachers complete the survey based on enrollment
information and classroom observations. Students are not identified and the survey assists in identifying what is
happening in the Australian community across 5 domains - physical health and wellbeing, social competence,
emotional maturity, language and school based cognitive skills and general knowledge. More information can be
found at https://www.aedc.gov.au/

Carpark
Thanks to those who have read our previous newsletter and are assisting to keep our students safe. There are
still a number of parents dropping off or parking and escorting children in front of the junior school gates closest
to the staff car park. Please either use our designated drop off area near the Church or park and walk children
using the crossing and gates closest to the school office. We have also had some neighbours complain about
families parking cars in the visitor parking spots in the units across the road from the school. Please avoid
parking on other people's property.

Yours Sincerely

Marita O’Sullivan

Principal

2024 School Closure Dates

Term Date Reason

Term 2 Friday 28th June
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 2

Term 3 Wednesday 24th July
1pm Finish

Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 9th September Curriculum day

Friday 20th September
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Friday 1st November Curriculum - Assessment &
Reporting

Monday 4th November Time in lieu

Tuesday 17th December
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 4
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This weekend we celebrate the feast of Pentecost in our Church. It really is a double celebration as we not only
celebrate the ‘Birth of the Church’ but also the end of the Easter season, 50 days after Easter Sunday. There is
something special about Pentecost, and it is a real celebration of Joy.

Looking back at the history of this celebration, we can draw links to our own lives. In the Bible we learn that the
first Pentecost happened at a time of uncertainty and unrest. The disciples were sitting in the upper room,
scared and nervous about the future, with Jesus gone there were unsure of what their future held. Suddenly the
Holy Spirit descended on them, breathing the spirit and giving them the courage to go and be disciples of Jesus’
good news message. I am sure we have all felt like this at times in our lives when we were unsure of which way
life and God was leading us.

In our own community this meaningful feast day comes right in the middle of our Year 6 students' preparation for
the Sacrament of Confirmation. Just like many before them they are taking time to pray, reflect and think about
what this means for their futures and how they can be Jesus’ heart and hands, guided by the Holy Spirit in the
world today. They have also taken time to learn about the Saints who have used their gifts to make a difference
in the world. This week more than ever, may we take the message and promise of Pentecost and use the gifts
the Holy Spirit has bestowed on us for the good of others.

Maybe you could find some time this week to have a
conversation around the dinner table talking about
Gifts. What gifts do your children think they have to
help others and serve God? What gifts do they think
you share with your family and the community? Talk
about how you can nurture these Gifts as a family
and maybe say a prayer for our students about
celebrating this special milestone in their lives.



The Fire Carrier Leaders of St Jude's encourage you to join us as we Walk to School for Reconciliation.
Children are encouraged to wear a splash of red, yellow or black on the day. If possible, please bring along a
gold coin as a donation for the Opening the Doors Foundation, a charity which supports the education of First
Nations children in Victoria. Their primary goal is to support students and families with funding to cover
educational costs such as school uniforms, books, school camps and other school associated costs.
National Reconciliation Week runs from 27 May to 3 June.











John Paul College welcomes applications for Year 7 2026.

Places are available for students in Year 5 who are interested in applying for Year 7 in 2026. Families are
encouraged to submit an online application at their earliest convenience or prior to the Catholic Education
enrolment date of Friday 16 August 2024, to avoid joining a waitlist.

For information on how to apply or to submit an online application to John Paul College, please visit:
https://www.jpc.vic.edu.au/home/information/enrolments
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