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Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you enjoyed the long weekend last week. Darren Perry and I were extremely proud of our Year 6 student
leaders who represented St Jude’s with such respect at last week’s ANZAC Day service at the Langwarrin
Community Centre. The whole school was involved in a moving liturgy last Wednesday where everyone was
able to pay their respects. It was a reminder of the importance of children participating in ANZAC Day activities
that helps them learn about and honour the sacrifices of our servicemen and women, fostering a sense of
respect, empathy and national pride.

Mothers Day & Special Persons Breakfast
A reminder that we will be celebrating Mother’s Day with a grazing breakfast on Friday May 10th from
7am - 8.45am. For catering purposes it is important for all guests to RSVP. Following breakfast the Prep classes
will lead us in prayer with a Mothers Day Liturgy in the hall. We are expecting a VERY big crowd, which is
sensational, we ask that everyone is mindful of others if you could eat and then move away from tables to allow
others the space. We will also have activities set up outside the gym and in the hall for you to enjoy with your
child/children.
Please RSVP here

St Jude’s First Whole School Production
We are very excited to announce that we will be holding a whole school production at the Frankston Art Centre
on the evening of Wednesday 30th October (time to be confirmed). Every student will have the opportunity to be
involved. More information will follow in regards to timing, costuming, the audition process and ticketing.

Parent/Family Toilet
A reminder that we have a family toilet in the hall for any parents requiring the bathroom at drop off or pick up
time.

Car Park
At St Jude’s we are very fortunate to have off street parking unlike many surrounding schools.
Our number one priority is the safe arrival and departure of all members of our school community. With three
schools in close proximity we know that at times traffic can be slow to move, your patience is appreciated. In
recent weeks we have observed a number of behaviours that can put safety at risk. We ask that all parents
observe the following:

1) If you are dropping your child/children off and not parking your car this needs to be at the gate closest to
the church not at the bottom of the hill. Please no longer drop children off at the gates closest to the
junior building. This is holding up traffic.

1) Please do not park in the 2 accessible car parks in front of the junior building unless you have the
correct permit displayed. Also please do not use the yellow no park zone as this is to allow turning for
permitted cars.

2) The drop off areas at the back of the school and near the junior building are not for “quick” parking,
parents/carers should not be parking and leaving their car in these zones.

3) Please use the crossing near the office whenever possible as a pedestrian and be mindful of monitoring
younger children including toddlers around busy traffic times..

A big thank you for not entering school grounds before 8.30am and 3pm, we have really noticed parents and
carers observing these times as part of child safety expectations.
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2025 Prep Enrolments
If you or anyone you know is looking for a Prep place in 2025 it is imperative that you get an enrolment in as
spaces are filling quickly. The following dates outline the 2025 Prep enrolment processes.

● Enrolments close on Friday the 31st of May.
● Any outstanding applications need to be completed online;

https://www.sjlangwarrin.catholic.edu.au/applynow
● All families will be notified as to the success of their enrolment application by Friday the 7th of June.
● Acceptance of enrolment needs to be communicated by 14th of June.
● If there are opportunities for a second-round offer, these will be advised by Wednesday the 19th of

June.
● Prep Interviews will begin in the week beginning the 15th of July.

Yours Sincerely

Marita O’Sullivan

Principal

2024 School Closure Dates

Term Date Reason

Term 2 Friday 28th June
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 2

Term 3 Wednesday 24th July
1pm Finish

Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 9th September Curriculum day

Friday 20th September
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Friday 1st November Curriculum - Assessment &
Reporting

Monday 4th November Time in lieu

Tuesday 17th December
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 4
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I honestly believe that celebrating Mary and Mothers Day in May is no coincidence. There is always such a
huge focus on God and Jesus as our role models when making choices. I’m sure you’re all familiar with the
phrase “what would Jesus do?” But, what about Mary? Why don’t we include her into the conversation? She
also has a wealth of wisdom, compassion and courage for us to draw upon. We should also be praying to Mary
for guidance, not just to God. So how can we connect to the woman that Mary was with our kids?

Mary as the mother of Jesus
One of the most well known bible passages for our children is the Nativity story where Mary first became Jesus’
Mother. When using this passage to discuss Mary as a mother it is important to keep her, not Jesus in focus of
the discussion. Talk to your children about what kind of Mother Mary might have been? How would she have
made Jesus feel? How can we turn to her for help?

Mary as the first Disciple
While Mary first truly became Jesus’ first disciple when she said ‘yes’ to God at the Annunciation, that concept
is hard for children to grasp. So instead we will refer to the scripture of the Wedding at Cana, where Jesus
turned water into wine, as His first miracle. Mary encouraged others to believe in Jesus. Her trust showed belief
as a true follower even before miracles had taken place. Discuss with your children what it is like to be a good
disciple. What do you have to do? How do you act? How is Mary a good disciple?

Mary as loving and Compassionate.
It is no surprise that we are going to the cross when discussing Mary’s love and compassion for us all. With
Easter just passed, this passage is still fresh in all of our minds. Take some time looking at my favourite
depiction of Mary’s love for us all- the Pieta from Micheal Angelo in St Peter’s Basilica. I have been blessed
enough to see this real sculpture at St Peter’s and feel it depicts Mary’s love for Jesus and us all perfectly. Find
an image online and talk to children about how Jesus and Mary are depicted in the image. How would they both
be feeling? How would you feel if you were in Mary’s arms?

So this Mothers day I encourage your family to make some time to celebrate all the important Mother figures in
our lives including Mary. This special, heroic woman deserves to be remembered and celebrated for who she
was and who she continues to be today.
Mary, through your intercession bless all those who are mothers, who act like mothers and who wish to be
mothers this month.











John Paul College welcomes applications for Year 7 2026.

Places are available for students in Year 5 who are interested in applying for Year 7 in 2026. Families are
encouraged to submit an online application at their earliest convenience or prior to the Catholic Education
enrolment date of Friday 16 August 2024, to avoid joining a waitlist.

For information on how to apply or to submit an online application to John Paul College, please visit:
https://www.jpc.vic.edu.au/home/information/enrolments
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