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OFFICE HOURS: 8:30am - 4:00pm

Dear Parents/Carers

The following information was sent home today from our school nurse Ainslee. We have had a number of
students test positive to Influenza A in our school. Over 90 children were away from school today with the vast
majority feeling unwell. If your child presents with any of the following symptoms, we kindly ask that you keep
your child at home.

Signs and symptoms to look out for are:

· Fevers

· Rigours or chills

· Respiratory symptoms: sore throat, cough, croup, ear infection

· Headache

· Muscle aches and pains

· Lethargy

· Less common: abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting

There are tests available to purchase at the chemist, or a test can also be done at the GP.
If you’re worried about your child, please seek medical assistance.
We thank you for your assistance in keeping our children safe.

The decision was made today to cancel our Eucharist Information Night this evening as we feel it is best to not
gather with so many unwell students.

Exciting News
This week there are 1,800,000 reasons to smile! As
communicated earlier in the week we have been
successful in obtaining a Non-Government School Grant
from the State Government of $1,800,000. This is a very
exciting time for our school community and the funds will
enable us to enact stage two of our building masterplan.
The existing specialist building which was the old junior
building will be fully renovated. The project will include
four classrooms, break out spaces and some specialist
classrooms. The plan is to move the Year 3/4 students into
this building on completion. Paul Mecurio MP visited us
on Monday for a photo opportunity.
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Semester Two School Captains
At last Friday’s assembly we announced our Year 6 Semester Two
School Captains, congratulations to Andre W and Alannah A. They are
both deserving of their roles and I know that they will do an excellent
job as captains. A big thank you to Krish and Zara who led St Jude’s
beautifully in Semester One.

Green & Gold Day

To celebrate the Australian athletes competing in

the Paris Olympics we are joining in on the green

and gold day tomorrow (Friday 2nd August).

Children are invited to wear casual clothes with as

much splash of green and gold as can be managed.

Car Park

Thanks to parents who have followed previous instructions regarding our car park. A further reminder that

students should not be dropped up/picked up in front of the Junior building/Staff car park. Also please be

respectful of our neighbours as we have had issues with parents parking at the visitor spots at the units across

from the school.

Yours Sincerely,

Marita O’Sullivan

2024 School Closure Dates
Term Date Reason

Term 3 Monday 9th September Curriculum day-no students

Friday 20th September
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Friday 1st November Curriculum - Assessment & Reporting

Monday 4th November Time in lieu

Tuesday 17th December
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 4



This weekend’s readings couldn’t be more fitting for the upcoming Eucharistic celebrations for our Year 4
students. In the Gospel Jesus explains that while Moses gave the bread from heaven it is Jesus who is the “the
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry and he who believes in me will never thirst.” But what
does this mean? Jesus is saying that through him in the meal of the Eucharist will be nourished to be more like
him. To grow in relationship with God through your words, actions and the role model that Jesus provides for us.

Nick Brodie explains it well with some reflections from Pope Francis.

Pope Francis encourages us to remember that ‘Jesus came to bring us something more’ than just food
or even miracles. Jesus seeks ‘to open our lives to a wider horizon.’
Jesus, the Pope points out, ‘encourages the people to go a step further’ than being receivers of bread.
Jesus wants his followers to ponder ‘the significance of the miracle, and not simply to take advantage of
it.’ As the Pope puts it, ‘faith in Jesus allows us to carry out God’s works.’

Next week, if Eucharist Celebrations weren’t enough, we also celebrate the Feast day of Mary Mackillop-
Australia’s first, and currently only saint. She was someone who always used Jesus at the heart of her ministry
to help support some of the most vulnerable and marginalised people in our own country.

This week I encourage you talk to your family about how you can use your
kind hearts to make the world a better place just like Mary MacKillop did.
Maybe you could:

● Say a prayer for our students who are about to receive Eucharist at
Mass for the first time.

● Join us for our whole school Mass to celebrate Mary MacKillop on
Thursday 8th of August at 9:30 in the church.

● Give thanks for a meal you have shared all together as a family.
● As a teacher herself Mary Mackillop always tried to provide an

education that was inclusive for all. As a family you could talk about
all the things you love to learn and what makes our school a special
place.

● Call a family member and tell them why you are grateful for them.
● Take part in our Annual Religious Art Competition- completing an

artwork depicting Mother Mary

Whatever you choose, in the words of Mary Mackillop “Find happiness in
making others happy” and to always “Trust in God”.

God bless, Lauren


























