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OFFICE HOURS: 8:30am - 4:00pm

Dear Parents & Carers,
This week's newsletter comes to you a day later than normal, apologies for this. There are many events coming
up, please familiarise yourself with dates and activities.

Book Week
Next week is Book Week across Australia and we will have a special focus on the stories that are special to all of
us. This will culminate in our fantastic Book Week Parade in the hall next Friday 23rd August where students
are encouraged to come dressed as a character from their favourite story. We welcome all of our community to
come along and join in the fun! We will also have many story focussed activities during the week as well. A big
thank you to Mrs Hume and Mrs Sassos for their work in making Book Week a fantastic experience here at
St Jude’s!

Book Fair
Our book fair will run from next Monday to Thursday in
our Junior school building each morning (8.30-8.45am)
and each afternoon (3.15-3.45pm). This is an opportunity
for families to purchase a range of books and also assists
in raising funds for our library and literacy area. A big
thank you to those parents who have volunteered their
time to assist in the running of the book fair.

Athletics
A reminder that Monday 26th August will be our House Athletics day at Ballam Park. We will travel by bus to
and from the venue for a fun filled day! Keep an eye out for the Operoo from Mr Greco with more information
about the day.

Monday 9th September School Closure - Berry Street
A reminder that Monday 9th September will be a non school day for our students as staff continue the Berry
Street Professional Development that we started earlier this year. The Berry Street Education Model helps
educators gain new perspectives, strategies and skills to build safer, healthier and more engaging classrooms for
all students. Our staff have already implemented many of the strategies they learnt earlier this year and look
forward to gaining even more knowledge and expertise.
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Father’s/Special Persons Day Breakfast
Our annual Father’s/Special Persons Day Breakfast will be held on
Friday 30th August from 7-8.30am. Please register via the Google
form (link here). We look forward to celebrating these special
people with you all in our school gym with a special breakfast and
raffle with some fantastic prizes!

Social Media Use
I am aware that parents across the year levels have groups on social media platforms where they connect and
keep one another up to date with school dates etc. I think this is generally a great platform for communication
and connectivity. However can I remind all that it should never be used as a platform for anyone to make
comments that are hurtful to any member of our school community.

Car Park

Thanks to parents who have followed previous instructions regarding our car park. A further reminder that

students should not be dropped up/picked up in front of the Junior building/Staff car park. Also please be

respectful of our neighbours as we have had issues with parents parking at the visitor spots at the units across

from the school.

Yours Sincerely,

Marita O’Sullivan

2024 School Closure Dates
Term Date Reason

Term 3 Monday 9th September Curriculum day-no students

Friday 20th September
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Friday 1st November Curriculum - Assessment & Reporting

Monday 4th November Time in lieu

Tuesday 17th December
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 4

https://forms.gle/si2b7rXkah6yniL68


Yesterday was a special day in the life of the Church. A Holy Day of Obligation for the Feast of the Assumption.
In our school we started our day in prayer focussed on Mary.

Mary was an incredible woman. Someone full of courage, faith and hope. She taught us what discipleship really
meant as well as the joy and the sacrifice that came from her almighty ‘yes’. While that is not what this feast day
is all about, I think you need to remember about the person of Mary so we understand why she was Assumed
into Heaven next to Jesus and why she deserves such a beautiful feast day.

This week in class my students have been having discussions during prayer time about who Mary was. They
have made connections that Mary was Jesus’ mother and that God chose her to do a very special job. We even
jumped for joy singing along to a song “I want to say yes, just like Mary said.” We discussed how we can say
yes to help others- to be just like Mary.

I wonder what YES’ you have said this week that could have so
easily been a no. Housework, lifts for the family, extra meetings or
conversations that ate into much needed rest time, coffees with a
friend you didn’t really have energy for. While the initial yes might
have been exhausting to say, I wonder what blessings came from it
for you.

Take some time this week to talk to your family about times that
they can say yes to help others. Times when they say ‘yes’ to be
brave. Times when they say yes to show compassion or justice to
others. Over time they will come to understand that these small
opportunities to say yes allow us to get to know God a little better
through Mary’s example.

Thank you for all the times you said YES this week!

Also don’t forget to remind your children to have a go at creating an
Art piece depicting Mary for our competition. I will give everyone
another week to get submissions in.









Production News

QUEST - A Tale of Enchantment
Preparations are underway for St Jude’s whole school production.

The main cast have already begun rehearsals and classes are beginning to learn their
performance song.

There is a lot of excitement in the air.

Performance Date: Wednesday 30th October at the Frankston Arts Centre.

Further details to be communicated later in the term.








